Tronsoar, Avaust 135,
Before Sir Jumea Dewling auda Civil Ju'y.

Five ahoriginal aatives of the Namol and Big
River tribes, named Sandy, Billy, Jemmy, Cooper, |
and King Jackey, were for ® trom |
the dwelling-bouse of John Brown, John Hector, |
sud BEdward Trimmer, situste between the Numoi
aind Gwydir Rivera, on the 16th of March Inst, |
walstooat, 2 carbines, 3 oly, 7 blankets, & guan-
tity of gunpowder and . mmd fonr, the pro-

erty of the siid Jobn Brown, John llector, snd
umd Trimmer, of the value of L.

An in baving Leen aworn, and the pri.
soners (through bis medlum), having been mnde to
uaderstand the charge against thom, I:h{"plndrd
not guilty, and chose a civil jury. Mr. indeyer
undertook their defeuce at the Judge's request.

The Aitorney-General, in statiug the cess to the
jury, observed, that although it was unusual to place
aha nativeg ot that bur, he hoped that no
distinetion would be made botween themn and white
people, in the sdministrafion of justice. Although
the prisoners had been only indicted for stesling in
a dwelling-house to the value of £5, the circum-
stances of the cass afforded presumptive proof of a
henvicr erime aguinst them, two men in
of the hut when it was robbed, had disap R
g oS Fyorgrt oo

luce, waisteoat vm,
amml an the prisoncra; but the dificalty of ldenti-
fying the skeleton, was the reason why they wers
indieted for stealing iu s dwelllng-house only. Most
of them spoke and wmderstood English well, and
displayed as much intelligence as many white people
in the colony; aud the
muskets and things found on them, belonged to the
kut they were charged with robisdug,

Alexander Taylor sworn.—1 am stockman to Mr.
Hector, of the firm of Brown, Hlector, and Trimmer.
{(Mr, Windayer olijeeted to the evidence being pro-
vomled with, withuut the and answers
Lieing inteipreted w wrre put mod answered.
" Tue Atturpej-Geaard abjected, and said, it was oot

had admitied, theat the

swered as they were put. ttomey-Gearral
quﬂl!:ﬁlﬂhl'lmrl‘:ltﬂ!nmﬂm i '
! as similar proscoutions might be embarrussed by the
practice now permatted.  Mr. Windeyer begged
|rd:ﬁp to Like a mole alse of his i

¥ received any insfruclions, being assigned
Ithll.fuurt mi the prissners’ Comnsel. The htt:r!
wey-General pressed hin  objection, and His Honor
said, slthough he did not guestion the
of the lrish Har, these men had to be t by Eng-
lish and mot Irish law.) The i Was BEain
sworn mnd cxamined Mr. Windeyer.—1 came
| here at the instance of Mr. Mayne, and not st the
instance of the prisoners ; | cannot anderstans all
the prisouers say, nor they ofl that | say, bot | e |
miake them sensible they sre charged with a felowy ;
the prisoners speak the Commerini dialeet, which is
the one 1 apeak ; it is extensvoly spoken, and
it diffors na much an broad Scotch English in
some parts; | do not speak perfoctly, but 1 can
munke them understand | neither can 1 understund
them perfectly even in the part where thie dinleet is
spoken ;1 would not nodertake to swesr to 8 whale
conversation of theird; 1 con swear | understand
| the tenn in the language which indicates robbery,
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| the terw in the language which indicates robbery,

Mr. Windever subanitted to His Honor, thst (ke
[ il reter was not & competent ooe.  Be did pog
| think it his duty to reise frivolous objections ; but
| B interpreter ought 1o be found who oan perfectly |
understand the priseocrs, or they must stop at every
question, to ascertaln whether they understood or
not. Mr. H Chambers was sssigned ss attor-
nry to Mr, Wi o &t that gentleman's reguest.
Mr. Windeyer then requested, that the interpreter
should make the prisoners understand, that biooeeid
and Me. Chambors were their friends, and that afl
they told themm was sacred and in confidence, und
| for their adranfage. The luterpreter sald, he could
not explain that o thom.

Mr. Windeyer then submittad, that it was impos-
sible to undertake their defence, The Attorney-
General said, it should be done in private ; &ad
suggested, that the Court might be adjowrned for
thort time, to make them sensible of the dutios
| of A and Counsel. The Attorney-Geners]
| said, he feit bound to resist a practice out of

™ bwmanity.
[ Mo a1 ol ok s ool ol g

el humanity'’ to be applied to Mr. Win-
deyer, who had the prisoners’ dofence
by t of the Court. His Honor then ad-
juu the Court for ene bour, W afford an eppor-

tunity for Mr. Chambers to communicate with the
prisoners,

On the recassembling of the Court, Alexander
Taylor was recalled and exsmined.——1 am  wtock-
keeper to Messrs, Hector, Brown, snd Trimmer—
I resided at the head station about nine months—a
new ptation was formed sbout 40 miles from the
hend station, between the Namoi and Gwider Rivers,
about the 8th of March last—thers were three of us
stationsd there—1 was the stock- . and  the
other two men were hut-keepers.  We lived there
i n hut made of saplings—made skilling-fashina,
high in the front, low in the bacrk—there wrre
no windows, and but onc door, 1 had bern living
there nbout 14 days when U left (on the 1ith,) to
go for rutiona. 1 slept there eleht uigh's with the
other men, Burns and Jemmy—1 left them there,
Possgession waa taken for my masters — Lha
hut was istended as n homestead for the station
for the oattle—it wos Giovernment ground,  When
we first arvived we saw five pative Dlacks,  The pri.
soner Jemmy wont with as from Moo Holilor's sta-
tion—he carvied & eross-cot saw el Lad & pack-borse
for us—mwe hind Feen him onee before at Me, Lobler's
stntion—he aould vinderstand a Hitle Enclish, and
1 vould understmnd him-—he did pot speak  many
words—he under-tood when 1 tald liim 1o carry the
saw, for which ¥ preipised bim sooe bread.  He
seemed on good terms ot Hobler's—they ealled him
a wild black —he was the ouly oue Ul aevom pranied
ns o tle station ; when we got thore, five other
blacks come (Jackey, Sandy, Billy, and Cooperl
on the Dllowineg mermios, while we were al break-
Fe=t, n native cadload Tadiiww was the il Whene are
paines we gave them ; Juckoy was the king of the
tribe i they showed frh-nll.hip to us, and sst down
talking in their awn language ; they brought wood
and water; we gave them some tobacen, and bresd
and meat ; what we vould spare in order to keep
them quint th‘L were unanned wlhen they came ;
they assisted us in mokiug the hut, by cuTying the
saplings in; we had in the hut five stund of nrws,
FJ cu:gn mindketa, 3 pistols, 2§ cannlsters of gun-
powder, 60 musket balls, and some buck ahot, t
28lbs. of flonr, and some angar; we were out of
ment at the time } those things we kept in the but
in sight ; [ left these things in tie but with the

other men when 1 left onthe Lithp T was gone 3 days
X eabsirmad mn Fne 1 Tikh e T laft ithe nriusners Phers .
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other men when 1 left onthe Tath 1 1 was gone 3 days; .

A retorned on the 17th; 1 left the lmrll there, iﬂ(lf at Hm_l:r‘.m not swear that the blank-
with Jemmy and Byrnes (the two white men}, in the "'r “_’!un." hose stolen, but they were of the
when 1 went awny: we were all on good terms | 121 M'T:ur:::hnuin{m:wnlﬂm
with the prisoners all the timo That I was there; | m""m' loat—mover board of ustives teking
saw po change in them while 1 waa there ; we never h' —1 hare heard of fushronyers committing
had auy thing to do with their women ; they used n"“.h redations in the north.easterly direction.
to cvine to the huts § there were more than Hfty in ]In“ fwiﬂtl.'ll to say whether the Lub,rl found
the tribe ; 1 saw no fmproper interevuree with the it t:ul of n black man or white man, or of a
women and our wnen tlf'--rs knew [ was going for ;;I:h or white woian,

mtionn, for they saw o tuhe the biorse and the

; on my return on the 1ith, as 1 was silling on . .
I;:'Imm. saw two men’s hats about five or six |  Mounted Police—1 wan stationcd st Bir. Maine’s

yurds from the door of the hut ; § worg cabbage
'II‘M'LEI brh:u;in‘ to Bymﬂuﬂlrl-:mmy; 1lovked | | hendrd them ﬂ'!.l‘.ll. the mselstance of Mr.
Sitengh & bwin I the ek of s Rk, o0 oWy o ﬁl]:“‘ukl.- *g and Walter's Creek, about one huudoed

Lip and spur hanging up, and the bedticks emp. :
tied out o;:::dtr“ﬂlﬂ guﬂfl. I then went back sbour | | avd £ty calles from whore tha Lut stocd that wie

thiree milea to lask for one of tha bBorses, whioh 1
could not find ; 1 then went back to Hobler's sta-
tion, about twenty-five miles off, and reported the
cireamstanes to My, Macdonald Mr. Hoblor's over-

b
i
i
1
-i5
i

1y
I

gugr: on the 20tk I come bock with Mr. Maocdo. I'M- This carbing is the one that the r
nald and Mr. Drown, to look for the bodies | we | | Billy geve me on the 23nd March. Billy Cooper
went into the hut wd missed the spur ond whip, | | ceme to me, and gave me two m-:

and one of the men's hats; we searchad for the | | * fley tumbled down two white fellows. ™
bodies of our companions, amid found seme bumay | | muskets and geve them wp to Mr. Maine. Om
bones about furty rods from the lut, on the gronnd | | 24th I got seven blankets, powder and

ngninst some trees | all the esh was ol the boncs the five a'h--!. and two more black men. |1
were soattercd sbout; we saw & peull broken on WA D Muine*

sach side, 8 lwle in the forchend, snd n picce | | they .

knocked out of the hack ; the braing were out; wa [ | 9P ot the same time. 1 had an m{' 3
took the bones away | the thigh banes were broken with me. Billy spoke the best i it he
It twes ; the bustios were grees § thers was wo sigmof | | fhat told me fdey had tumbled down twe white fel.
flesh eitker ou the bones or skull ;| 1 have not seen Lﬁl-vhlhl-l(:ufn gave me the

cither of my ecompantons since | 1 believe both of Cross-examined —We guve biankets to such blscks
them ti be dend; 1 found the saddics and bridies | | == assisted in taking the prisoners. Thers might be

e: I paw the muskets ot Muscle Brook, st My, | | nine or ten more black fellows togethor with

day's, the Police Mngistrate, nnd some Llankets | | prisoners and two others.  illy suid * tAry tumbled
| wimilar to those left in the lut; we found ia the | | down two white fellows, and wot we,”” when he snd
hut, & cross-cul saw and on axe I.ér.i;: an the I(uuper&:n-pth-m:.

toor ; every thing else had been en Wy | vefire priscners was not
"'rhc‘hlhhd nu:h-rhhthnlhu found near | | inteiproted to them., ﬂ...,.....,m,uﬁ,_
the but. This waistcost in my opinion was to black fellows up there, Ih;::lﬂmpmrw.

habit wrnmissioner of Crows Lands st Liverpool Plains,
of always at. We plonty tracks | | ond also &8 Magistrate, snd 1 alss hald the office of
near the skull, Hlfll'lﬂilbﬁﬂ“m Protector of the black natives. This latter ™
Wea saw no tracke of nor shoes there ; included in my office ss Commissioner. | [

mest. Tlhey pever bandled fircarms. They \utereourse.  Mr. Macdonald and Mr, wrd,
saw me once fire at a erow and kill it, aud they ate | | original swperintondent of the estate) made

it.

r. Widiam Macdonald onlled :—1 sm Superin- | | ©0 foot an enguiry to ascertain bow they came
Iu,:lltcnt to the firmof Mesars, Brown, Heotor & .| [ them. [ kmew that no blunkets had been by
mer. Their besd station was half way between the Mhlﬂlmﬂ-{,

Numol apd that part of the I.H.?. River ealled the Cross-exmmined—1 took Mr Msedonald's deposi.
Gwydir. In the beginning of March 1 estublished tion relstive to the murder, ]m“m:h_'d
anuther station amd also sent theve men there. | | epositions over to the prisoners when

1 recoilect Taylor coming down and telliug me that Mr. Macdonald's deposition was the only

a murder had been committed ; | wentu with Tay. | | ground work for the prisoners’ arrest. | =
lor to the now hut.  (This witness ﬂlrrutﬂritﬂ the | | warmant for their apprehension and they were tuken,
evidenoe of Taylor L every other particular, ezeept I brought them down to Mr, Day. [ did mot ex-
that he saw the impression of footmarks of shoes, | | Smine them when spprebended. Mr. Macdonald's
and he had no doubt that the prints were thoss of | | deposition was not read to them ; it wus with the

the shoes of the men supposed to be murdered.)

" - roml over or explained to them 1k

The prisoners wore not present wheo 1 was  alam pine — 0 i wis
‘ om0 easist thewn § ¥

ined at Hr H.Ihll. .'- P A i e Tl wariid wien the h.-’lhn-lt'-\h;k—ﬂ*i'. ___uil.“k_ !
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| sworn o aasist thew in their defescs. | think |
| seut up the deposition upon whick the warrant was
(iasued aguinst them before they were tiken. Georgy,
the interpreter, was down in Sydoey since the afsdr,
but he is back to Liverpool Flains,

Mr. Windeyer took an objection to the informs-
tiin, which charged the prisoners with stealing to
the value of £5, which would smibject the party con-
vicied to fificen transportation, sl property
to the amount of three pounds only liad besn sworn
to. Another objection was, that it had been
proved, that this took place two hundred miles be-
yond the boundaries of the Colony, snd there was
no evidence that the locality was within the ju-
ricdiction of the Coart, Neither wan there any
eridence of preperty belonging w any of the
firin of Browne & Co. As there was m’ evidenee
myainst Ssody, be submitted that he euzht to be
discharged, and put into the box as evilonee for
tha other prizovers. It did wot st prerent appear that
i was &n lucompetent witoess, and le was cntitlod
to hin as & witness under the circowstances, The
same circumstances under which they were ac-
sreitted of the murder, would also acyuit themn of the
thoft. There was no prosusmption against them, but
wiint there was an equally stroog one in their faver,
lie urged the illegnl manner in which they had been
vommitted, wherrhy they had been precluded from

propa Hheir defence,
falclﬂmur was ul opinion, that the case ought to
g0 In the jury as & slood.

The throtgh thelr inte er, stated,
that they reorived the mushets and krts from
two nther native blacks, named Wollsndi and Wor-
rovad .

His Honor, in summing up, impressed the
minds of the jury the right :sc privncrs m- the
same consideration at thoir hands, as if they were of
the sames complexion as themsolves, and exborted
them to dinwdse al prejodice which they might have
imbibed againm lhe prisuncrs rom reports oul of
doors. He also chargrd them o disinies from their
minds all thet bad been wald casting the suspicion of
murder upon fhew ; with that they had aothing w
do; the prisourrs bad been simply charged with a
larceny, and wheibier they were guilty of that, or
not, was the ouly matter for inguiry., e wso
preased on thew the dissdvantages undar which the
prisoners cawne b their trial, in cousequence of the
depositions taben agninst Liem not e Lzen real
over and expisiord to them by the Rtiug wa-
gietinta,

The jury retired fur half an howr ; and o return-
ing delivered & verdict of * guilty' against all the
prisoners, bat recomimended them to meray, invon-
sequence of the dissdvanagos under which they
Iaboured in their defeuce on their risl, Remsoded,
Court adjourned.
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